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JUST A FEW THOUGHTS TO START THE NEW YEAR 

 
Well here we are again! Another January, another year has past but another year with all of its promise and 

surprise stands before us. 2013 is a memory still fresh in our minds and 2014 is kind of like one last Christmas 

package yet to be opened.  

As I look back on this past year, I see things that I could have done better and things I would have done 

differently if I could do them over again. But I guess that is called learning, isn’t it? And if there is one thing that I am 

learning is that we do not dwell in the past. We look forward to the promise of the future and we live in the present for that 

is where our destiny and God’s purpose are realized. The past is done and the future is not set in stone. There are decisions 

to be made, work to do and goals to be accomplished. But if we do not learn from the past, we may make the wrong 

decisions, the work could be exercises in futility and the goals could be the wrong goals created with misguided motives.  

I think that it is very important to do some soul searching periodically and this time of year is when most people are 

open to that kind of thing. Something about marking the passing of another year makes us so. Therefore, maybe it is time 

for us children of the Kingdom to do some soul searching and self-evaluation. We should all examine ourselves objectively 

and ask ourselves if we did as much as we should have to help advance the Kingdom of God on earth. So here are a few 

questions that I am reflecting on as I start this new year. I urge you to take some time and join me in reflecting on these 

questions, not in order to self condemn but simply in order to reevaluate our commitment to God. Consider them 

prayerfully, with an open mind and allow the Holy Spirit to bring the answer, knowing that God know our hearts better than 

we do.  

First of all, did we love enough? Were we compassionate enough? What can I do this year to more fully demonstrate my 

love to those around me? Did we give as much as we should have or could have? Did I give freely of my time, money and 

other resources to meet the needs of others, alleviate suffering and build the Kingdom of God? Is there an area of my life 

where God may be calling me to give more to him and others? Did I demonstrate my love to God as much as I should have? 

What needs to change in me so that I might demonstrate that love more? How can I love Him more? Was I faithful in my 

prayer life and worship? What could I change in order to make more room for God in my daily and weekly calendar? Did I 

do anything to advance the Kingdom of God on the earth? Did I sacrifice anything to for the benefit of anyone else? Did I 

serve someone out of love? Did I care enough of someone to ask them to join us in church this year? Did I invite even one 

person? If not, why didn’t I? Was I afraid? Was I ashamed? Was I too busy or preoccupied to attend myself? Did I reach 

out to meet people more than halfway or did I demand that they come to me on my terms? Is there someone I need to 

forgive or is there someone we need to ask forgiveness from? Here is something to think about on this note. Holding a 

grudge is a heavy burden and if you are holding a grudge against anyone and especially against a Christian brother or sister 

then you are not only blocking the joy of the Holy Spirit in your life, you are also allowing Satan a toehold into the church 

itself. Do I want to be Satan’s tool or an instrument of God’s grace? Have I allowed God to be the Lord of my life and the 

leader of this church? Do I want our church to grow? What am I willing to give up or do to help it do so? What can I do to 

make a positive difference in someone’s life? 

Remember, this is not supposed to be an exercise in condemnation. It is simply meant to show us just how serious we 

are or aren’t about God’s Kingdom and his calling on our lives. If you feel condemned, it is not by me. If you feel 

convicted, it is by the Holy Spirit who is calling us to  a more fruitful future and a more joyful relationship with Christ. I 

believe that if we all prayerfully consider these questions, at some point we will all find that we have fallen short of God’s 

design for us. Perhaps we may feel the need to drop to our knees, ask God’s forgiveness and surrender ourselves to him 

afresh and anew. We may find a greater capacity to love God and our brothers and sisters. We may sense an urgent need to 

forgive or be forgiven. We may acquire a stronger desire to serve and the wisdom to submit. And if we do that then the 

Kingdom of God will be advanced on the earth, the church will be stronger and more fruitful, we will be happier people and 

the past will have served the future as well.  

I look forward to serving Jesus Christ with you all this year. 

 

                                                                                               Pastor Donald  

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

           MY PRAYER FOR YOU 

Lord, this is my prayer,  

Not only on Christmas Day 

But until I see You face to face,  

May I live my life this way: 

Just like the Baby Jesus, 

I ever hope to be 

Resting in Your loving arms, 

Trusting in Your sovereignty  

And like the growing Christ child, 

In wisdom daily learning, 

May I ever seek to know You 

With my mind and spirit yearning. 

Like the Son so faithful 

Let me follow in Your light, 

Meek and bold, humble and strong 

Not afraid to face the light. 

Nor cowardly to suffer 

And stand for truth alone, 

Knowing that Your Kingdom 

Awaits my going home. 

Not afraid to sacrifice 

Though great may be the cost, 

Mindful how you rescued me 

From broken-hearted loss.  

Babies Born in 2013           
                       

Virginia Adele Sharlow born 4.11.13 
 
 

Brenna Faith Wrenn born 4.20.13 
 
 

Owen Christopher Poindexter born 7.14.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Seekers Sunday School Class    
 In 2014  

 
Studying: Nine Fruits of the Spirit  
                    by Robert Strand  
Paul, the apostle, captures for us the     
Christianity lifestyle  and personality in the 
nine traits, called “Fruits of the Spirit”, as 
contained in Galatians 5:22-25. They        
include: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Begin a new year seeking Biblical 
examination and understanding of each of 
these nine Christian character traits. The 
Seekers class members welcome you.  
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Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 

On Thursday, December 
12th, 2013 we celebrated Christmas with a program and 100 
guests in  attendance. The 2 year olds sang 5 songs in their 
class while the 3 and 4 year olds sang 10 songs in the New   
Fellowship Hall. The children also had a pajama day on 
Wednesday, December 18th. They all were able to wear their 

pajamas and bring in a special item for the day. The preschool also collected can 
foods for the Christian Help Center. Starting in January, we will have preschool     
re-enrollment for our current students and by the end of January we will start 
open enrollment for all new students for the upcoming 2014-2015 school year.  

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

Cheerful Hearts 
.  

 

Cheerful Hearts met in the New Fellowship Hall of Mt. Zion UMC on December 18th, 

2013. The program was opened with a Christmas devotion by Rev. Ed Bogie, former 

pastor at Mt. Zion. This was followed by a Christmas program of songs by Rev.     

Donald Daniel. Following this, a delicious lunch of ham, potato salad, green beans, 

rolls, pickles and lots of desserts was served.  Each person was given a favor to take 

home with them. Bingo was played and every one was wished a Merry Christmas. 

Next meeting is scheduled for January 15th, 2014.  

 

Golden Lunch Bunch…A Gathering for Love and Support 

 
Although everyone’s grief is different, there are some responses and reactions that are     
commonly  experienced by most bereaved people who have lost a spouse. Not only is there a 
loss of the person, but also a loss of the relationship with that person, be it through divorce or 
death. To help one through this grief experience, spending time with others who know and 
feel the pain of such loss can bring comfort, understanding, love, and compassionate empathy. 
 
During 2013 a small group of widows met in the Spring for Sunday lunch.  They discovered 
there are over 20 females who have lost a spouse at Mt Zion mostly through death.  There are 
also several divorcees.   
 
Further discussions and planning for a support group continued with the first session being 
held at the Golden Corral in September.  Since then, the group has named themselves, the 
Golden Lunch Bunch, they have continued to meet the fourth Thursday of each month at 
11:00, and have completed two December mission outreach activities. 
 
We welcome new ladies and gentlemen who have lost a spouse due to divorce or death, from  
Mt Zion and the community to join this group in 2014.  Contacts for more information are    
Barbara Long, Jugrette Whitt, and Eleanor Wrenn. 
 
“Remember: Grief is both a painful necessity and a privilege, for it comes as a result of    
having loved.”  Alan D Wolfelt, PhD 

 

If your child is interested in day or residential camp, here is how to register: 
Camp Chestnut Ridge website:  www.campchestnutridge.org  
 
Day Campers will meet at the church each day and ride the church van to camp. 
Day Camp will be July 7-11th  
 Register online and pay deposit 
 
Residential Campers choose week of June 22nd or July  7th  
 Register online and pay deposit 
 
For questions, see Susanne Duncan or Kate Holeman  
 



SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 

 

 
 Boy Scout News:  

November: 

11/01/13 - Seth Pryor pictured below, joined Troop 288 after receiving his Arrow of Light award, the highest 

honor in Cub Scouts. Ben Wilkins, also pictured below, received his Eagle Scout award, the highest honor in Boy 

Scouts.  

11/14/13 - Eight Boy Scouts attended the Person Co. Merit Badge College 

and all achieved their Citizenship in the Community Eagle Badge. 

(pictured to right) Merit Badge Counselor, Ron Johnson, commented that 

Troop 288 did the most impressive job with their Citizenship in the    

Community presentation that he’s ever seen! Great job Troop 288! 

11/23/13 - Nine Boy Scouts attended STEM (Science, Technology,       

Engineering, Mathematics) Merit Badge College at NC A&T University. 

Eight achieved their Sustainability Eagle Badge, one is almost complete 

with his Inventing Badge.  

December: 

*Boy Scouts met with Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts on December 20th at Mt. Zion to have a covered dish meal. At 

the dinner, Boy Scouts turned in gifts for a family they had adopted for Christmas.  

January: 

*Board of Review for next rank advancement to be scheduled for January *Re-chartering discussion for 2014 

*January 11th - Parent Committee Meeting to be held at 9:30am 

 

Congratulations to Kellee Graves who acquired Youth Protection Training & Bradley Tuck, Assistant Scout     

Master, has acquired Youth Protection Training, This is Scouting, Physical Wellness, Safe Swim Defense, Safety 

Afloat, Weather Hazards, Trek Safety, Climb on Safely, and NRA Shooting Skills Instructor Training.  
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Christian Help Center Update: 
 

Mt. Zion serves at Christian Help Center every 4th Friday of the month.  Patrons are 
served promptly at 12n.  Mandatory dismissal of all patrons is at 12:30.  Thank you for 
all of your support in making this mission a success. 
 

2014 Dates are available.  Please sign-up to help support this very important mission in 
our community. Sign up sheet located right outside the sanctuary.  
                         

Dates available for the upcoming year: January 24, February 28, March 28, April 25, May 

23, June 27, July 25, August 22, September 26, October 24, November 28. December 26.        
                       

 
"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward  him for what he has done."  Proverbs 19:17 

A BIG “THANK YOU” 
 

I would like to give a special thanks to all the cast and crew that 

helped make the Christmas program possible. It was a lot of fun   

getting both kids and adults involved in the production. I would also 

like to give a big “THANK YOU “ to the Methodist Men for providing 

such a wonderful meal. I know for a fact that I was filled to the gills 

from all that great cooking. It was a lot of fun getting together with 

everyone to fellowship and have a share a great meal.                

                                                               Stephen 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://artfiles.art.com/images/-/Doug-Hopfer/Wooden-Cross-Photographic-Print-C12140422.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://evangelismaction.wordpress.com/2007/04/07/how-did-we-treat-god/&usg=__sya1Bw3qo1h0tvKIU521I5HCCyc=&h=450&w
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Adult Leaders & Volunteers needed!! 
  

 Do you enjoy working with kids?    

 Do you have creative and fun ideas?   

 Would you like to be part of making a difference in a child’s life? 
  

If you said yes to any of the above, then please consider being a leader or 

volunteer for the scouting ministry. You do not have to have a child    

involved in any of these groups.  Just a good heart and a love for kids. 
 For more information contact one of the following leaders:  

 

· Scott Rice, Cub Scout Cubmaster, 364-8323  

· Russell Gregory, Boy Scout Scoutmaster, 919-698-8284 
· Sandra Long, Girl Scouts,  599-9208 

· Tammy Tuck, Scouting Ministry Chair, 599-7714 

            Sunday School Devotion Schedule 2014  
            9:45 to 10:00 AM 

 
                                                                                               
 
Date                                                             Date 
Jan. 5  Cheerful Hearts                                                  July 13 Older Elementary Class             
Jan. 12 VOLUNTEER                                                  July 20  Young Elementary Class 
Jan.19  Mt. Zion Youth                                                 July 27  Rev. Daniel 
Feb. 2  Believers Class                                                   Aug. 3  Cheerful Hearts 
Feb. 9  Seekers Class                                                     Aug.10  VOLUNTEER 
Feb. 16 Circle #2                                                          Aug. 17  Mt. Zion Youth 
Feb. 23 Ladies of JOY                                                  Aug. 24  New Beginnings Class 
Mar. 2  Methodist Men                                                 Aug. 31  Believers Class 
Mar 9  Ladies Aid                                                          Sept. 7  Seekers Class 
Mar. 16 Senior High Class                                            Sept.14  Circle #2 
Mar. 23 Middle School Class                                       Sept. 21  Ladies of JOY 
Mar. 30 Older Elementary Class                                  Sept. 28  Methodist Men 
Apr. 6  Young Elementary Class                                     Oct. 5  Ladies Aid 
Apr. 13 Rev. Daniel                                                       Oct. 12  Senior High Class 
Apr. 20  Cheerful Hearts                                                Oct. 19  Middle School Class 
Apr. 27  VOLUNTEER                                                 Oct. 26  Older Elementary Class 
May 4   Mt. Zion Youth                                                  Nov. 2  Young Elementary Class 
May 11 New Beginnings Class                                       Nov. 9  Rev. Daniel 
May 18 Believers Class                                                  Nov.16 Cheerful Hearts 
May 25 Seekers Class                                                    Nov. 23 VOLUNTEER 
June 1  Circle #2                                                            Nov. 30  Mt. Zion Youth 
June 8  Ladies of JOY                                                      Dec. 7  New Beginnings Class 
June 15 Methodist Men                                                  Dec. 14  Believers Class 
June 22 Ladies Aid                                                          Dec. 21 Seekers Class 
June 29 Senior High School Class                                  Dec. 28 Circle #2 
July 6   Middle School Class 
         If you are unable to do the devotion on the date assigned, please let me know. 

Merle Terry  599-5010 

CAMPER FUNDRAISER  
Sunday, January 12th, 2014 

12pm. New Fellowship Hall 

Donations Appreciated 
 

*Please support the camping ministry and have a yummy lunch  

SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 

 WRAPPING PARTY                                 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church’s Scouting Ministry collaborated with Person County Girl Scouts and two Sunday School       
classes to adopt seven families for Christmas this year. We worked with three schools (Oak Lane Elementary, Helena  Elementary, 
and Southern Middle School) to identify families who are struggling this year and needed a little boast for Christmas.  

On Friday, December 6th, Person County Girl Scout Troops met at Mt. Zion for a wrapping party. Each troop brought items for 
the family they adopted. After sharing a wonderful meal, the wrapping fun began. A “Person County Girl Scout” ornament was 
given to each family and to participating Troop Leaders. Handmade ornaments were also created to share with each family. The 
children and adults were excited to participate in this outreach. 

The Girl Scout Law and Boy Scout Oath share many of the same ideas: one is “To help other people at all times” and another is to 
be “morally straight” and “considerate 
and caring.” This outreach enabled the  
children to put these words into practice 
and to see how the power of one can 
translate into the power of the            
community {1 child + 1 gift + 1 good 
turn} x Many = Making the World a 
Better Place). Many thanks to the Scout 
Leaders and to ALL that made this       
outreach possible. A special thank you to 
Truth Books & Gifts for   working with us 
to get  Bibles to each family.                             
Merry Christmas!  
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God’s Christmas Gift to you……His Son 

The Purpose of Christmas – Reflections 

Author Pastor Rick Warren 

 
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”  Luke 2:10 NIV 

 

Is this your first thought as you hear of the coming Christmas Season or is it more likely thoughts of the pressures and 

stresses of the Season?  How can you be happy and celebrate with the angel in verse 10?  Pastor Warren suggests a focus on the 

Baby Jesus as God’s Christmas Gift to you. 

 

“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” II Corinthians 9:15 

“To Zion is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” Luke 2:11 NRS 

 

Consider the unique qualities of God’s Christmas gift of his Son. 

               *Most expensive gift you will ever receive.  Priceless…Jesus paid for it with his life 

                              *Only gift that will last forever. 

                              *“An extremely practical gift…one you use every day for the rest of your life.” 

 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, Glory to   ‘God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors’”.  Luke 2:13-14 

 

 On the night of Jesus’ birth, the angel announced three purposes for his birth.  The first purpose is                                   

“A Time of Celebration!” 

“This is the day of the Lord’s victory; let us be happy, let us celebrate!”  Psalm 118:24 TEV 

 

 God created you to have a personal relationship with Him.  This great news that night and today is...              

                            “God loves you!” 

  “God is with you!” 

  “God is for you!” 

 “Love is the essence of God’s Character.” 

 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 NIV 

 

 “Sin is our greatest problem, and it is universal.  God’s second purpose is “A Time for Salvation!”   Salvation in its 

broadest definition is God’s gift of freedom, purpose, and life in three dimensions. Included is your past, your present, and your 

future. 

                             *“Jesus saves you from something.” 

                             *“Jesus saves you for something.” 

                             *“Jesus saves you by something.” 

Pastor Warren cautions and reminds you, “You can be so busy making a living that you fail to make a life.” 

 

“And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:7 

NRS 

               The third purpose of Christmas is “A Time for Reconciliation.” “Reconciliation is the restoration of peace. It swaps your 

stress for God’s peace and serenity.” When you look around both near and far, do you see that peace and  serenity, or do you see     

conflict, panic, and chaos? The shepherds of Bethlehem were told by the angel of the birth of the “Prince of Peace.” Christmas is 

a time to ponder if the “Prince of Peace” lives and reigns in your heart. The “Prince of Peace” came to bring three kinds of peace.  

                              *  Peace with God 

                              *  Peace of God 

                              *  Peace with others 

“But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”   

Romans 5:11 NVS 

 

Once you have made peace with and of God in your heart, you will be able to make and be at peace with people in your earthly 

life. In celebration of Christmas 2013, will you open the most expensive, the most priceless, and the only gift that will last forev-

er...the precious gift of Jesus, the Savior? Hear God’s wonderful news, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people.” Luke 2:10 NIV  

Written by a reader of The Purpose of Christmas 

Mt. Zion Youth Update:      
 
What a great year 2013 was for Mt. Zion UMYF!!! Through the course of the year, we  watched as our group 
grew to new heights, participated in new mission activities, started a dance ministry, helped people in need in 
Hinton, welcomed the community in with a Fall Festival, performed in front of 5,000 peers, adopted three    
children for Christmas, and had a number of youth give their lives to Christ!!! It just goes to show that the Holy 
Spirit is alive and growing at Mt. Zion.  
Too often we get caught up in work, school, and other activities, and don’t take the time to see God around us. 
It is important that we realize that He is everywhere we look and has a plan for us whether we know it or not. I 
encourage everyone to take some time out of your day and just enjoy the world that God has provided us with. 
As the youth at Mt. Zion prepare for 2014, we have faith that God will provide our youth group with even more 
opportunities to grow our faith and to be lighthouses for Him. This year it is my goal that our group to get 
more active in the North Carolina Conference . To achieve this, I hope to send representatives from our youth 
group to attend the Annual Conference Sessions for Methodist Youth and Summer Breakaway, both in the 
summer. These youth camps are a great way for middle school and high school youth to branch out and      
fellowship with youth from all around our conference.  
  
Colossians 1:10 :  “Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord., and  your lives will produce 
every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. “  NLT                                                                      
                                                                                                     
                                                                                                    Love in Christ,  
                                                                                                        Stephen  

 

 **VOLUNTEERS NEEDED** 

 

If you would like to help         

volunteer in the coming year for 

the nursery during Sunday 

School or during Service, please 

send an e-mail to Tammy Cozart 

at COZARTT@nationwide.com  

Upcoming Youth News:  

 

First Youth meeting 

of 2014 will be  

Sunday, January 

12th from  

12:00pm - 2:30pm  



Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
January 2014 

January Birthday’s 
1  Dale Barnette, Marshall Jeffries 

5  Derek Green, Bill Hutchinson 

6  Roy Ellis, Jay Foushee, Leamon Poole 

7  Brandon Vernon 

11  Chelves Ashby, Lukas Long,  

Matthew Long, Farrah Porterfield 

12  Mike Vaughn 

13  Chris Cates, Grayson Murray 

16  Randy Long, Dale Rimmer 

17  Justin Allison 

19  Christianna Dail, Mark Leverett,  

Kevin Morris 

20  Chandler Hawkins 

21  Gregory Dail, Hugh Jones, Pam Rodgers, 

Cynthia Smith 

23  Bernease Foushee 

26  Ann B. Whitfield 

28  Jaxon Champion 

29  Noah McCullock 

30  Ethan Jones 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

2 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

3 

-6:30pm Girl Scout Cookie Rally 

              Westwood Baptist 

-9pm Girl Scout Lock-in until Sat. 

11am   

4 

-11am Girl Scout pick up from 

Lock-in  

 

5 

-7:15am United Methodist Men - NFH&K 

-8:30am Blended Worship Service 

-9:45am Sunday School Assembly 

-10am Sunday School 

-10:55am Traditional Service  

6 

-2pm Circle #2 Believers Class 

7 

 

8 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 

 

 

9 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

10 11 
-8:30am Scouting Ministry OFH, 
              Basement & NFH  

12 

-8:30am Blended Worship Service  

-10:55am Traditional Service 

-12pm Campers Chili cook-off fundraiser 

            Believers Class 

-2pm Administrative Board Mtg Believers  

           Class  

13 14 15 
-1-3pm Cheerful Hearts NFH 
 
-6:45pm Prayer Meeting 
 

 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 

16 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

17 18 

19 

-8:30am Blended Worship Service 

-9:45am Sunday School Assembly 

-10am Sunday School  

-10:55am Traditional Service 

20 

MLK Holiday 

21 22 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 

 

 

23 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

24 

 

25 

-2:30pm Ladies Aid OFH  

26 

-8:30am Blended Worship Service 

-9:45am Sunday School Assembly 

-10am Sunday School  

-10:55am Traditional Service 

27 

-6:30pm Scouting Ministry 

Committee Mtg Believers Class 

28 29 

-7:30pm Choir Practice 

 

 

30 
-7pm Love2Praise Practice NFH 

31  
More Calendar Information: 
http://www.mtzionumc.com 
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The Purpose of Christmas – Reflections 

Author Pastor Rick Warren 

 
“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”  Luke 2:10 NIV 
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stresses of the Season?  How can you be happy and celebrate with the angel in verse 10?  Pastor Warren suggests a focus on the 
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“And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:7 
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               The third purpose of Christmas is “A Time for Reconciliation.” “Reconciliation is the restoration of peace. It swaps your 

stress for God’s peace and serenity.” When you look around both near and far, do you see that peace and  serenity, or do you see     

conflict, panic, and chaos? The shepherds of Bethlehem were told by the angel of the birth of the “Prince of Peace.” Christmas is 

a time to ponder if the “Prince of Peace” lives and reigns in your heart. The “Prince of Peace” came to bring three kinds of peace.  

                              *  Peace with God 

                              *  Peace of God 

                              *  Peace with others 

“But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”   

Romans 5:11 NVS 

 

Once you have made peace with and of God in your heart, you will be able to make and be at peace with people in your earthly 

life. In celebration of Christmas 2013, will you open the most expensive, the most priceless, and the only gift that will last forev-

er...the precious gift of Jesus, the Savior? Hear God’s wonderful news, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people.” Luke 2:10 NIV  
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Mt. Zion Youth Update:      
 
What a great year 2013 was for Mt. Zion UMYF!!! Through the course of the year, we  watched as our group 
grew to new heights, participated in new mission activities, started a dance ministry, helped people in need in 
Hinton, welcomed the community in with a Fall Festival, performed in front of 5,000 peers, adopted three    
children for Christmas, and had a number of youth give their lives to Christ!!! It just goes to show that the Holy 
Spirit is alive and growing at Mt. Zion.  
Too often we get caught up in work, school, and other activities, and don’t take the time to see God around us. 
It is important that we realize that He is everywhere we look and has a plan for us whether we know it or not. I 
encourage everyone to take some time out of your day and just enjoy the world that God has provided us with. 
As the youth at Mt. Zion prepare for 2014, we have faith that God will provide our youth group with even more 
opportunities to grow our faith and to be lighthouses for Him. This year it is my goal that our group to get 
more active in the North Carolina Conference . To achieve this, I hope to send representatives from our youth 
group to attend the Annual Conference Sessions for Methodist Youth and Summer Breakaway, both in the 
summer. These youth camps are a great way for middle school and high school youth to branch out and      
fellowship with youth from all around our conference.  
  
Colossians 1:10 :  “Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord., and  your lives will produce 
every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. “  NLT                                                                      
                                                                                                     
                                                                                                    Love in Christ,  
                                                                                                        Stephen  

 

 **VOLUNTEERS NEEDED** 

 

If you would like to help         

volunteer in the coming year for 

the nursery during Sunday 

School or during Service, please 

send an e-mail to Tammy Cozart 

at COZARTT@nationwide.com  

Upcoming Youth News:  

 

First Youth meeting 

of 2014 will be  

Sunday, January 

12th from  

12:00pm - 2:30pm  
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Adult Leaders & Volunteers needed!! 
  

 Do you enjoy working with kids?    

 Do you have creative and fun ideas?   

 Would you like to be part of making a difference in a child’s life? 
  

If you said yes to any of the above, then please consider being a leader or 

volunteer for the scouting ministry. You do not have to have a child    

involved in any of these groups.  Just a good heart and a love for kids. 
 For more information contact one of the following leaders:  

 

· Scott Rice, Cub Scout Cubmaster, 364-8323  

· Russell Gregory, Boy Scout Scoutmaster, 919-698-8284 
· Sandra Long, Girl Scouts,  599-9208 

· Tammy Tuck, Scouting Ministry Chair, 599-7714 

            Sunday School Devotion Schedule 2014  
            9:45 to 10:00 AM 

 
                                                                                               
 
Date                                                             Date 
Jan. 5  Cheerful Hearts                                                  July 13 Older Elementary Class             
Jan. 12 VOLUNTEER                                                  July 20  Young Elementary Class 
Jan.19  Mt. Zion Youth                                                 July 27  Rev. Daniel 
Feb. 2  Believers Class                                                   Aug. 3  Cheerful Hearts 
Feb. 9  Seekers Class                                                     Aug.10  VOLUNTEER 
Feb. 16 Circle #2                                                          Aug. 17  Mt. Zion Youth 
Feb. 23 Ladies of JOY                                                  Aug. 24  New Beginnings Class 
Mar. 2  Methodist Men                                                 Aug. 31  Believers Class 
Mar 9  Ladies Aid                                                          Sept. 7  Seekers Class 
Mar. 16 Senior High Class                                            Sept.14  Circle #2 
Mar. 23 Middle School Class                                       Sept. 21  Ladies of JOY 
Mar. 30 Older Elementary Class                                  Sept. 28  Methodist Men 
Apr. 6  Young Elementary Class                                     Oct. 5  Ladies Aid 
Apr. 13 Rev. Daniel                                                       Oct. 12  Senior High Class 
Apr. 20  Cheerful Hearts                                                Oct. 19  Middle School Class 
Apr. 27  VOLUNTEER                                                 Oct. 26  Older Elementary Class 
May 4   Mt. Zion Youth                                                  Nov. 2  Young Elementary Class 
May 11 New Beginnings Class                                       Nov. 9  Rev. Daniel 
May 18 Believers Class                                                  Nov.16 Cheerful Hearts 
May 25 Seekers Class                                                    Nov. 23 VOLUNTEER 
June 1  Circle #2                                                            Nov. 30  Mt. Zion Youth 
June 8  Ladies of JOY                                                      Dec. 7  New Beginnings Class 
June 15 Methodist Men                                                  Dec. 14  Believers Class 
June 22 Ladies Aid                                                          Dec. 21 Seekers Class 
June 29 Senior High School Class                                  Dec. 28 Circle #2 
July 6   Middle School Class 
         If you are unable to do the devotion on the date assigned, please let me know. 

Merle Terry  599-5010 

CAMPER FUNDRAISER  
Sunday, January 12th, 2014 

12pm. New Fellowship Hall 

Donations Appreciated 
 

*Please support the camping ministry and have a yummy lunch  

SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 

 WRAPPING PARTY                                 

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church’s Scouting Ministry collaborated with Person County Girl Scouts and two Sunday School       
classes to adopt seven families for Christmas this year. We worked with three schools (Oak Lane Elementary, Helena  Elementary, 
and Southern Middle School) to identify families who are struggling this year and needed a little boast for Christmas.  

On Friday, December 6th, Person County Girl Scout Troops met at Mt. Zion for a wrapping party. Each troop brought items for 
the family they adopted. After sharing a wonderful meal, the wrapping fun began. A “Person County Girl Scout” ornament was 
given to each family and to participating Troop Leaders. Handmade ornaments were also created to share with each family. The 
children and adults were excited to participate in this outreach. 

The Girl Scout Law and Boy Scout Oath share many of the same ideas: one is “To help other people at all times” and another is to 
be “morally straight” and “considerate 
and caring.” This outreach enabled the  
children to put these words into practice 
and to see how the power of one can 
translate into the power of the            
community {1 child + 1 gift + 1 good 
turn} x Many = Making the World a 
Better Place). Many thanks to the Scout 
Leaders and to ALL that made this       
outreach possible. A special thank you to 
Truth Books & Gifts for   working with us 
to get  Bibles to each family.                             
Merry Christmas!  



SCOUTING MINISTRY UPDATE: 
 

 

 
 Boy Scout News:  

November: 

11/01/13 - Seth Pryor pictured below, joined Troop 288 after receiving his Arrow of Light award, the highest 

honor in Cub Scouts. Ben Wilkins, also pictured below, received his Eagle Scout award, the highest honor in Boy 

Scouts.  

11/14/13 - Eight Boy Scouts attended the Person Co. Merit Badge College 

and all achieved their Citizenship in the Community Eagle Badge. 

(pictured to right) Merit Badge Counselor, Ron Johnson, commented that 

Troop 288 did the most impressive job with their Citizenship in the    

Community presentation that he’s ever seen! Great job Troop 288! 

11/23/13 - Nine Boy Scouts attended STEM (Science, Technology,       

Engineering, Mathematics) Merit Badge College at NC A&T University. 

Eight achieved their Sustainability Eagle Badge, one is almost complete 

with his Inventing Badge.  

December: 

*Boy Scouts met with Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts on December 20th at Mt. Zion to have a covered dish meal. At 

the dinner, Boy Scouts turned in gifts for a family they had adopted for Christmas.  

January: 

*Board of Review for next rank advancement to be scheduled for January *Re-chartering discussion for 2014 

*January 11th - Parent Committee Meeting to be held at 9:30am 

 

Congratulations to Kellee Graves who acquired Youth Protection Training & Bradley Tuck, Assistant Scout     

Master, has acquired Youth Protection Training, This is Scouting, Physical Wellness, Safe Swim Defense, Safety 

Afloat, Weather Hazards, Trek Safety, Climb on Safely, and NRA Shooting Skills Instructor Training.  
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Christian Help Center Update: 
 

Mt. Zion serves at Christian Help Center every 4th Friday of the month.  Patrons are 
served promptly at 12n.  Mandatory dismissal of all patrons is at 12:30.  Thank you for 
all of your support in making this mission a success. 
 

2014 Dates are available.  Please sign-up to help support this very important mission in 
our community. Sign up sheet located right outside the sanctuary.  
                         

Dates available for the upcoming year: January 24, February 28, March 28, April 25, May 

23, June 27, July 25, August 22, September 26, October 24, November 28. December 26.        
                       

 
"He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward  him for what he has done."  Proverbs 19:17 

A BIG “THANK YOU” 
 

I would like to give a special thanks to all the cast and crew that 

helped make the Christmas program possible. It was a lot of fun   

getting both kids and adults involved in the production. I would also 

like to give a big “THANK YOU “ to the Methodist Men for providing 

such a wonderful meal. I know for a fact that I was filled to the gills 

from all that great cooking. It was a lot of fun getting together with 

everyone to fellowship and have a share a great meal.                

                                                               Stephen 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://artfiles.art.com/images/-/Doug-Hopfer/Wooden-Cross-Photographic-Print-C12140422.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://evangelismaction.wordpress.com/2007/04/07/how-did-we-treat-god/&usg=__sya1Bw3qo1h0tvKIU521I5HCCyc=&h=450&w
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Mt. Zion UMC Preschool 
 

On Thursday, December 
12th, 2013 we celebrated Christmas with a program and 100 
guests in  attendance. The 2 year olds sang 5 songs in their 
class while the 3 and 4 year olds sang 10 songs in the New   
Fellowship Hall. The children also had a pajama day on 
Wednesday, December 18th. They all were able to wear their 

pajamas and bring in a special item for the day. The preschool also collected can 
foods for the Christian Help Center. Starting in January, we will have preschool     
re-enrollment for our current students and by the end of January we will start 
open enrollment for all new students for the upcoming 2014-2015 school year.  

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he 

 is old he will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6 

Cheerful Hearts 
.  

 

Cheerful Hearts met in the New Fellowship Hall of Mt. Zion UMC on December 18th, 

2013. The program was opened with a Christmas devotion by Rev. Ed Bogie, former 

pastor at Mt. Zion. This was followed by a Christmas program of songs by Rev.     

Donald Daniel. Following this, a delicious lunch of ham, potato salad, green beans, 

rolls, pickles and lots of desserts was served.  Each person was given a favor to take 

home with them. Bingo was played and every one was wished a Merry Christmas. 

Next meeting is scheduled for January 15th, 2014.  

 

Golden Lunch Bunch…A Gathering for Love and Support 

 
Although everyone’s grief is different, there are some responses and reactions that are     
commonly  experienced by most bereaved people who have lost a spouse. Not only is there a 
loss of the person, but also a loss of the relationship with that person, be it through divorce or 
death. To help one through this grief experience, spending time with others who know and 
feel the pain of such loss can bring comfort, understanding, love, and compassionate empathy. 
 
During 2013 a small group of widows met in the Spring for Sunday lunch.  They discovered 
there are over 20 females who have lost a spouse at Mt Zion mostly through death.  There are 
also several divorcees.   
 
Further discussions and planning for a support group continued with the first session being 
held at the Golden Corral in September.  Since then, the group has named themselves, the 
Golden Lunch Bunch, they have continued to meet the fourth Thursday of each month at 
11:00, and have completed two December mission outreach activities. 
 
We welcome new ladies and gentlemen who have lost a spouse due to divorce or death, from  
Mt Zion and the community to join this group in 2014.  Contacts for more information are    
Barbara Long, Jugrette Whitt, and Eleanor Wrenn. 
 
“Remember: Grief is both a painful necessity and a privilege, for it comes as a result of    
having loved.”  Alan D Wolfelt, PhD 

 

If your child is interested in day or residential camp, here is how to register: 
Camp Chestnut Ridge website:  www.campchestnutridge.org  
 
Day Campers will meet at the church each day and ride the church van to camp. 
Day Camp will be July 7-11th  
 Register online and pay deposit 
 
Residential Campers choose week of June 22nd or July  7th  
 Register online and pay deposit 
 
For questions, see Susanne Duncan or Kate Holeman  
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Happy New Year 2014 
A Newsletter of Mt. Zion United Methodist Church 
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JUST A FEW THOUGHTS TO START THE NEW YEAR 

 
Well here we are again! Another January, another year has past but another year with all of its promise and 

surprise stands before us. 2013 is a memory still fresh in our minds and 2014 is kind of like one last Christmas 

package yet to be opened.  

As I look back on this past year, I see things that I could have done better and things I would have done 

differently if I could do them over again. But I guess that is called learning, isn’t it? And if there is one thing that I am 

learning is that we do not dwell in the past. We look forward to the promise of the future and we live in the present for that 

is where our destiny and God’s purpose are realized. The past is done and the future is not set in stone. There are decisions 

to be made, work to do and goals to be accomplished. But if we do not learn from the past, we may make the wrong 

decisions, the work could be exercises in futility and the goals could be the wrong goals created with misguided motives.  

I think that it is very important to do some soul searching periodically and this time of year is when most people are 

open to that kind of thing. Something about marking the passing of another year makes us so. Therefore, maybe it is time 

for us children of the Kingdom to do some soul searching and self-evaluation. We should all examine ourselves objectively 

and ask ourselves if we did as much as we should have to help advance the Kingdom of God on earth. So here are a few 

questions that I am reflecting on as I start this new year. I urge you to take some time and join me in reflecting on these 

questions, not in order to self condemn but simply in order to reevaluate our commitment to God. Consider them 

prayerfully, with an open mind and allow the Holy Spirit to bring the answer, knowing that God know our hearts better than 

we do.  

First of all, did we love enough? Were we compassionate enough? What can I do this year to more fully demonstrate my 

love to those around me? Did we give as much as we should have or could have? Did I give freely of my time, money and 

other resources to meet the needs of others, alleviate suffering and build the Kingdom of God? Is there an area of my life 

where God may be calling me to give more to him and others? Did I demonstrate my love to God as much as I should have? 

What needs to change in me so that I might demonstrate that love more? How can I love Him more? Was I faithful in my 

prayer life and worship? What could I change in order to make more room for God in my daily and weekly calendar? Did I 

do anything to advance the Kingdom of God on the earth? Did I sacrifice anything to for the benefit of anyone else? Did I 

serve someone out of love? Did I care enough of someone to ask them to join us in church this year? Did I invite even one 

person? If not, why didn’t I? Was I afraid? Was I ashamed? Was I too busy or preoccupied to attend myself? Did I reach 

out to meet people more than halfway or did I demand that they come to me on my terms? Is there someone I need to 

forgive or is there someone we need to ask forgiveness from? Here is something to think about on this note. Holding a 

grudge is a heavy burden and if you are holding a grudge against anyone and especially against a Christian brother or sister 

then you are not only blocking the joy of the Holy Spirit in your life, you are also allowing Satan a toehold into the church 

itself. Do I want to be Satan’s tool or an instrument of God’s grace? Have I allowed God to be the Lord of my life and the 

leader of this church? Do I want our church to grow? What am I willing to give up or do to help it do so? What can I do to 

make a positive difference in someone’s life? 

Remember, this is not supposed to be an exercise in condemnation. It is simply meant to show us just how serious we 

are or aren’t about God’s Kingdom and his calling on our lives. If you feel condemned, it is not by me. If you feel 

convicted, it is by the Holy Spirit who is calling us to  a more fruitful future and a more joyful relationship with Christ. I 

believe that if we all prayerfully consider these questions, at some point we will all find that we have fallen short of God’s 

design for us. Perhaps we may feel the need to drop to our knees, ask God’s forgiveness and surrender ourselves to him 

afresh and anew. We may find a greater capacity to love God and our brothers and sisters. We may sense an urgent need to 

forgive or be forgiven. We may acquire a stronger desire to serve and the wisdom to submit. And if we do that then the 

Kingdom of God will be advanced on the earth, the church will be stronger and more fruitful, we will be happier people and 

the past will have served the future as well.  

I look forward to serving Jesus Christ with you all this year. 

 

                                                                                               Pastor Donald  

If  you would like to submit an article or notice for the newsletter,  

please email Kate Holeman at HOLEM008@mc.duke.edu.   
Articles for submission are due by the 15th of  each month. 

“Sharing Christ, Making Disciples, Transforming Our Community and the World” 

http://www.mtzionumc.com 

           MY PRAYER FOR YOU 

Lord, this is my prayer,  

Not only on Christmas Day 

But until I see You face to face,  

May I live my life this way: 

Just like the Baby Jesus, 

I ever hope to be 

Resting in Your loving arms, 

Trusting in Your sovereignty  

And like the growing Christ child, 

In wisdom daily learning, 

May I ever seek to know You 

With my mind and spirit yearning. 

Like the Son so faithful 

Let me follow in Your light, 

Meek and bold, humble and strong 

Not afraid to face the light. 

Nor cowardly to suffer 

And stand for truth alone, 

Knowing that Your Kingdom 

Awaits my going home. 

Not afraid to sacrifice 

Though great may be the cost, 

Mindful how you rescued me 

From broken-hearted loss.  

Babies Born in 2013           
                       

Virginia Adele Sharlow born 4.11.13 
 
 

Brenna Faith Wrenn born 4.20.13 
 
 

Owen Christopher Poindexter born 7.14.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Seekers Sunday School Class    
 In 2014  

 
Studying: Nine Fruits of the Spirit  
                    by Robert Strand  
Paul, the apostle, captures for us the     
Christianity lifestyle  and personality in the 
nine traits, called “Fruits of the Spirit”, as 
contained in Galatians 5:22-25. They        
include: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. Begin a new year seeking Biblical 
examination and understanding of each of 
these nine Christian character traits. The 
Seekers class members welcome you.  
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